Vitamin A: differentiating action on gastric cancer cells and gastric mucosal cells in elderly people.
Since RA is effective only in gastric mucosal cells but not in isolated parietal cells, it is strongly suggested that RA acts on multi-potential stem cells in the gastric mucosa, facilitating their differentiation into mature parietal cells. Moreover, although RA was very effective in newborn rats as well as in young people, responsiveness to RA is decreased in the elderly people especially with atrophic gastritis. This unresponsiveness in the elderly people might be involved in the development of gastric cancer.